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O a k  H i l l s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h   

R e v .  K a t h e r y n  B a r l o w - W i l l i a m s      

No one has ever seen God.  But if we love each other, God lives in us and his love is 

brought to full expression in us.                                                   1 John 4:12  

 
Dear Church Family: 
 
My favorite part of worship is when it is over.  Don't get me wrong, I love the whole service: the music, 
the prayers, reflecting on Scripture, and the gathering of spirits collected in the pews.  Our sanctuary 
is a divine haven where our souls can be renewed and replenished with the Holy Spirit.  But I love 
when the service is over because that's when I get to stand at the door and greet our members and 
visitors before they reenter the world. 
 
With a hand shake or a hug, we exchange a few words.  In a brief moment, I receive the highlights of  
our parishioners‘ lives.  One is going on vacation.  Another has a family member visiting.  One is 
struggling with a fractured relationship, while someone else is awaiting the results of medical tests. 
Another has news of a child‘s or grandchild's accomplishment.  There may be an update on improved 
health.  One person may love my sermon while another didn't, but we hug just the same.  A few 
words quickly shared creates a snapshot of  life in progress.  Each portrait becomes a part of a    
mental collage that covers my heart with wisdom, love, hope and faith.  For that, I am forever grateful.  
Greeting our members and visitors on Sunday morning is one of the best things about being a pastor.  
Please know how deeply grateful I am for the gifts you leave me at the door each week. 
 
Sometimes meaningful encounters do not have to be lengthy to be powerful.  God entered this world 
in the form of a vulnerable baby so that we could have a meaningful encounter with the purest form of 
love.  Christ's time on this earth was brief.  His public ministry was only three years, and with the   
exception of a handful of disciples, no one spent prolonged time with Jesus, but their lives were    
forever changed.  The woman at the well, the woman who touched his cloak, the lepers, the blind 
man, the lame man, Zacchaeus and Nicodemus --- as far as we know, these people did not spend 
hours upon hours with Jesus, but through a passing touch, and a few words spoken, the power of 
divine love was unleashed. 
 
Christ's love continues to touch and heal our lives today.  Through the gift of one another, we        
exchange God‘s gifts of hope, peace, wisdom, faith and love.  The Holy Spirit flows through relation-
ships whether they have been built over years, or just a few minutes.  Of course, our encounters with 
each other are not always warm and fuzzy.  But even in times of conflict, God's spirit is at work to 
bring the miracles of patience and compassion.  The gifts that God offers through our relationships 
cannot be wrapped and put under a tree.  Instead, they fill our hearts and transform us deeply within 
so that we can enter the world with love. 
 
May our hearts be open to the gifts Christ came to bring God's children this Christmas season.  
Please join us as we gather for worship and fellowship so that we can exchange Christ's gift of love 
with one another. 
 

Pastor Katheryn 

 

I ns i de  t h i s  i s s ue :  

 Celebrating Christmas 

Peace & Joy 

2 

 Opportunities for 

Study & Spiritual 

Growth 

3 

 Congregational Life 4 

 

 Youth Activities 

 

5 

 

 

 Session Notes 

 

 CEC 

 Senior Ministry 

6 

 

6 

7 

 

 Financial News 7 

 

 Fellowship News 8 

 

 Supporting Church 

Ministries       

9 

 

 Birthdays &       

Anniversaries 

10 

 

 Thank You 

 Family Recipes 

 

 

10 
 

11 
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December Sunday Worship 

D e c .  4     " C r i t i c a l  Ch r is t m as  P re pa ra t i on s "  
Isaiah 40:1-11 "A voice cries out in the wilderness, prepare the 

way of the Lord.”  Join us in worship as we gather to prepare for the 
birth of Christ in our hearts.   
 

Dec. 11   Christmas Cantata 
The Choir Cantata will be presented today.  Festival of Carols by Joseph 
M. Martin features several familiar carols so that you can join in singing.  
The reader connects The Nine Lessons of the Christmas Story. 
 

D e c .  1 8    " Le t  i t  be  fo r  L ov e"  
Pastor Katheryn will offer a brief homily and our youth choir will present 
an uplifting Christmas program that is sure to unleash the Christmas 
spirit.   
 

D e c .  2 5    " Me ss en g er s  o f  H o pe "   
Isaiah 52:7-10  "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 

the  messengers who announces peace, brings good news and   

announces salvation."  We are called to be Christ‘s messengers of 

hope spreading the wondrous news that Christ is born.  Join us for our 
Christmas celebration of carols and stories.   

Advent 
Preparing for Christmas Joy 

 

The season of Advent invites us to  
prepare our hearts for the birth of the 
Christ child.  Each Sunday in           
December, our worship services will 
provide a sacred haven from the    
hectic rush of a commercialized 
Christmas.  In worship, we are offered 

the true gifts of Christmas: peace, love, faith and joy.  
Please join us as we seek to receive and share God’s 
amazing gift of love each week this month.  Prayers, 
scripture, carols and special music will inspire our 
worship so that we can truly celebrate Christmas joy.   
Please feel free to take a complimentary Advent    
devotional book in the narthex.    

Christmas Eve Service 

Saturday,  December 24, 2011 

7:30 p.m.   

Candlelight Communion Service 

Join us as we celebrate the miracle of 
Christ’s birth through this service of          

lessons and carols.  Children are welcome 
and nursery care will be available.   

During our Christmas Eve service, you will have the           
opportunity to contribute to our denomination‘s      
Christmas Joy Offering.  The Joy Offering provides  
financial assistance for retired church workers and their 

families and also to racial ethnic education.   

Join the Celebration! 

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011 During Morning Worship  

as we give thanks and dedicate our 2012 financial pledges 

to Christ’s ministry of love.    

 

Last month, the Interpretation and Stewardship team mailed a letter 
to our members to convey our mission goals and financial needs for 
2012.  Included in that letter was a pledge card.  Your financial    
commitment enables our church to be wise stewards of our collective 
resources.  Please prayerfully complete your pledge card and bring it 
to worship with you on Sunday, Dec. 4.  If you did not receive a card, 

or you need another one, they are available in the narthex.     
 

Every good and perfect gift is from above . . .  James 1:17 

    Christmas Day Service 
  “Pajama Sunday” 

Join us for our fun Sunday morning worship by   

wearing your favorite pajamas while we sing     

Christmas hymns and hear great stories from    
Rev. Katheryn. 

Christmas Eve Poinsettias 

We order poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary each year.  If 
you would help us by purchasing one or more, please make 
checks payable to ―OHPC‖ and mark ―poinsettias‖ in the 

memo line.    

The plants are $10 each.  You can either place your check in 
the offering plate or drop it off at the church office during the 
week by Dec. 15.  You may take your poinsettia home after 

the service or donate it to a shut- in.   
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The Present Word: Room “A”  

 Karen Seal, Bob Dalglish, Alita Cooper &  Betty Sneed 

TRADITION AND WISDOM 

Unit I:   God‘s Covenant 

December 4:   A Blessing for All Nations Genesis 12:1-9 

December 11: A Promise to Abraham Genesis 15:1-6, 12-18 

December 18: The Lord Provides  Genesis 22:1-2, 6-14 

December 25: According to the Promise Luke 1:46-56 

  

Social Issues Class:  Led by Rev. Barlow-Williams in the Library 

 From Longing to Receiving, a journey through Advent to Christmas 

Our curriculum, "From Longing to Receiving," guides participants through the Old Testament and the Gospel lectionary texts 

for four weeks, tracing important Advent themes such as: longing for God's help, anticipating God's presence among us,   

recognizing God's work among us and receiving God's new gifts to us.  Participants will receive weekly devotional guides to 

help them prepare for the birth of Christ.   

Sunday, 9:15 a.m., Adult Education Options   Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Our Tuesday Morning Bible Study at 10 am 
will continue to meet through December 13. 

Circle I  

Presbyterian Women‘s Circle:  

Please note we will meet this month on the 2nd 
Wednesday, December 14.  We will resume on 

the 3rd Wednesday in January. Hope to see you! 

Youth Sunday School 

Youth Sunday School is now after       

service at 11:30 a.m.   

All youth (6th-12th Grade) are        
welcome to join Susanna & Reuben           
in the Youth Room after the Morning           
Worship for a class especially             
designed to address issues relevant           
to you through studying the stories in         

the Bible. 

Children’s Church 
Meets during the Worship Hour every Sunday morning after the children’s sermon.   
 

Our wonderful children have started practicing for their annual Children’s 

Christmas Program.    
 

We would love to have your children join us as we prepare for our performance 

during our morning worship service for Sunday, December 18th.  
 

Please see Susanna or Reuben if you have any other questions. 

Good Grief Discussion Group 

Join us this month  

“Good Grief” Discussion Group 

 continues on Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 11:30 a.m. 

 

The holidays can be a difficult time for those who have 
suffered the loss of a loved one.  Our discussion this 
month will focus on how to cope during the holiday  
season when you are feeling anything but merry.  
Please join us even if you were unable to attend last 

month‘s gathering.   
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 Congregational Life 

 
 

But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.  Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this 
poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything…”     

                   Mark 12:41-44 

When you get married there are a number of things you have to get used to regarding your significant other.  From the 

deeply significant, like how you want to raise your children, to the seemingly inconsequential, like how to squeeze the tube 

of toothpaste (which everyone knows is always from the middle and NEVER from the bottom.) 

 

In our house, one of the things we had to get used to was Christmas shopping.  I am not a big fan of spending money,   

buying cards, or shopping for gifts in general.  Truth be told, I am the one most likely to forget a relative’s or friend’s    

birthday, let alone remember to pick out a gift for them.  But all of that changes at Christmas time.  This is the one time of 

year where I dedicate hours, days, weeks even on trying to find the perfect present for my family and friends. 

 

It took years to really explain to my wife why the gift process at Christmas was so meaningful to me.  She grew up        

traditionally with the mindset that the biggest and most expensive gift is the best one.  She was the child who always shook 

the presents under the tree, and hoped that the one in the big box was hers.  I, on the other hand, don’t really remember the 

big gifts.  The more expensive gifts that I have received over the years have been nice, but not significantly memorable.  

The gifts that mean the most to me are the small, seemingly insignificant ones.  Like the one year I got a CD that I had 

really wanted from the band I never told my parents I liked.  Or the year that I got a DVD of my favorite TV show that I 

had only mentioned in passing once or twice.  Or the time that Lisa had a flower and my favorite candy bar sitting on my 

desk because she knew I was having a bad week. 

 

You see, the best gifts I can remember are not the biggest or most expensive, they are the ones that require thought, care, 

and attention to small details that most people just let pass by.  The best gifts in life are the ones that connect us as people, 

as friends, as a community.  If truth be told, the greatest gift that you could give or receive this year can’t be bought at 

Nordstrom’s or Best Buy.  The best gifts are those which encompass the symbol of that which we all truly desire, a       

connection, a relationship, an ability to share love with all of those around us. 

 

This Christmas season, I challenge all of us to give this gift to everyone we encounter.  To take a moment and find a way 

to connect with people by sharing God’s love in the most seemingly insignificant places.  To reach out to the homeless 

people we see on 410 as we head to Christmas parties, to the frantic store workers as we shop for our gifts, to those in our 

midst who struggle with being alone for the holidays.   

 

Let us all take a moment and see how we can change someone’s day, week, or life, by giving the meaningful gift of God’s 

love in their lives. 

 

Reuben, Director of Congregational Life 

Are you on facebook? 

Search for  “Oak Hills Presbyterian Church” 

to receive reminders concerning  activities and 

news of the church. 

 

For  current updates regarding 

church events, devotional links, 

and pastor’s blog, follow us @ 

“OakHillsPC” on Twitter. 
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Save the Date! 

Sunday Worship 

January 1, 2012 
 

Party in the Box for Children & Youth 

New Year’s Celebration for the Adults 

God’s Gift Factory  

Saturday, December 10 

9:30am - 12:30pm 
 

 

 

 

Parents,  you’ll have a long morning to        

prepare for Christmas while your children make 

Christmas presents for family and friends.   

Youth Christmas Party 
Thursday, December 22nd 6:00pm 

Join us for a fun-filled night of Christmas lights,                     

gift exchanges, and surprises. 

         We will meet at the church at 6pm; be sure to bring a     

gift for a white elephant gift exchange. 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Children’s Christmas Program 

December 18, 10:30am 

Sunday Worship 
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Children’s Enrichment Center 
 

Dear Oak Hills Family, 

 I find it hard to believe it is almost time for Christmas; it seems like the school year began just a few weeks ago! We 
are in the midst of preparing for our Thanksgiving Feast with all the children and their families.   After our Thanksgiving break, 
CEC will be getting ready for the holidays. We will celebrate La Posada on Dec. 5th and 6th.   La Posada is a time for the     
children to visit each classroom and ask if there is room in the inn. We all end up in the         
Fellowship Hall, where everyone ―finds room at the inn‖ for bunuelos, chocolate milk and a     
sing-along with Ms. Courtney.  The children will be making and wrapping gifts, baking special 
treats, singing Christmas carols, spinning dreidels and filling the halls with the excitement and 
anticipation of the holiday season. We invite our Oak Hills friends to stop by and join us in     
enjoying the sights, sounds and scents of Christmas!  The spirit of Christmas and the holiday 

season is everywhere and we look forward to sharing it with our OHPC friends. 

 The staff and I want to wish our family at Oak Hills Presbyterian a healthy and happy 

holiday season. May the true spirit of Christmas fill us all with love and joy. 

Wishing you all a Blessed Holiday Season!           
Jeanne O’Brien, Director 

December 2011 Session Notes 

1. The Personnel Committee sponsored a Fellowship Time 
after church to recognize our church staff. Everyone was able 
to meet staff they usually don‘t come in contact with and there 
were more than 80 people at the lunch. 
 
2. Session received a note from Alice Helms saying she 
misses us and hopes to visit San Antonio early next year. 
 
3. Susanna and Reuben are already thinking about            
Mid-Winters (for Middle and High 
School youth) next January. 
There is a discount for             
registrations turned in during   
December. Session authorized 
the Clerk to send a note of thanks 
to Suzie Becht for the wonderful 
contributions to worship that the 
youth are doing under her         
direction. 
 
4. For the first time in October the average attendance at  
worship dropped below 100.  The major cause of this was the 
very rainy Sunday on Oct. 9 when only 57 hardy souls were in 
attendance. Session wants everyone to know that when you 
miss worship (that heavy rain was a valid excuse) you miss 
some important contact time with God and with your fellow 
Christians. 

5. Frank Walmsley was the Commissioner to the October 
meeting of Mission Presbytery. Presbytery meetings are quite 
large affairs with 446 people in attendance at this meeting. 
The Moderator of the General Assembly will be present at the 
March 2012 meeting and will preach at the opening worship.  
Presbytery spent a lot of time discussing the difficulties some 
people and churches are having with the recent changes in 
the Book of Order. The general consensus was that Mission 
Presbytery needs to hold together and move forward doing 
the work of God appropriate for a Presbytery. The legal status 
of John Knox Ranch was changed to it being a separate entity 
with its Board of Directors elected by Mission Presbytery. 
Elections were held to fill places on the various committees. 
Three persons from Oak Hills were elected Youth             
Representatives to the Youth Connection Committee: Rob 
Wilson, Melanie Brown, and Mary Mooneyham – way to go! 
 
6. Dinners of Eight groups have been organized. One group is 
composed of younger members with children. 
 

 

 

  Frank Walmsley, Clerk of Session 
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“Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is love and His 
gospel is peace.  Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother;        
And in His name all oppression shall cease.  Sweet hymns of joy in 
grateful chorus raise we,  Let all within us praise His holy name.” 
 

Join us on Wednesday, December 7th at 9am in the kitchen for 
coffee and conversation.  December is the perfect time to gather 
around the table, mix up some cookie dough and spread some   
fresh-from-the oven cheer to our home-bound church members.  
Whether or not you‘ve got strong arms for mixing or an artistic eye 
for decorating we need your help.  Time permitting we will discuss 
the short story The Precious Present.  If you miss those old days of 
the coffee klatch and the kind of conversations shared around 
kitchen table please join us.   
XYZ Christmas luncheon:  We‘re heading back 
to one of our  favorite places, The Spring House 
restaurant at Hyatt Hill Country Resort this year to 
celebrate our Christmas luncheon.  Join us for a 
delicious meal, the fellowship of old friends and 
the sugary delight of life-sized gingerbread 
houses.  First we‘ll enjoy a leisurely lunch     
downstairs and then return to the main level to marvel at the      
frosting, gum drops, licorice and candy canes carefully molded into 
a child‘s dream home.  A quick trip to their gift shop may be in order 
for those who desire something sweet before we return back to the 
church.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the XYZ bulletin board.  
We welcome anyone, regardless of age, who has a zest for life.  
Meet at the church on Thursday, December 15th at 11:00 am.  
Our reservation is for 11:30 am.   
 

Christmas is a time for, among other things, the giving and          
receiving of gifts and the XYZ‘s would be remiss not to express our 
gratitude to Frank Walmsley and David Snyder for their gifts to us in 
November.   Both prepared wonderful presentations that educated 
and entertained our group ~ Thank you! 
Looking ahead to January: 

Wednesday, January 4th:  Murder Mystery Luncheon (Information 
and sign-up sheet on the XYZ bulletin board) 
Thursday, January 19:  Antiques Roadshow starring OHPC‘s own, 
Jack Henson.  Start digging for those treasures in your house and 
have them ready to bring down and share with the group.   
Last year I told you about my favorite Christmas carol ―O Holy Night‖ 
and my favorite line from that song, ―Long lay the world in sin and 
error pining, ‗til He appeared and the soul felt its worth.‖  Written by 
Unitarian minister John Sullivan Dwight and based on a French 
poem, this is really a song of promise from God to us.  It‘s OUR 
Christmas gift.  Maybe you don‘t feel that you are ―in sin and error 
pining‖ but as we celebrate Christ‘s birth this Christmas  season it is 

my wish for you to truly feel the worth of your soul.  The third 
verse, included at the top of my article, is not the most   
memorable verse but one that resounds with hope for the 
coming year. Read it again and remember that God‘s law is  
love and His gospel is peace.  
  

Merry Christmas, 

Kelley Kelch,   OHPC Older Adult Commander  

FINANCIAL NEW$ 
October was a better month financially for the church.  The deficit was reduced by about $3,000, income vs. expenditures during the 
month.  Hopefully, November and December will reduce this further and we will not have to use all of our reserves. 
  
Our annual stewardship drive is underway and will culminate on Dedication Sunday, December 4, 2011.  We have many needs and 
wants and the I & S Committee and the Session are evaluating these carefully.  We all want a comfortable place to worship, to seek 
comfort and to hear the Word.  We want activities to stimulate us and have the need to reach out and help others who are less          
fortunate.  All of this takes financial resources and frankly we need increases to just cover what we have done this year.  The regular 
maintenance of the building is costly, utilities are a necessity, activities and programs cost dollars to support— on and on and on.  The 
need is there and we have faith that with God‘s help and your generosity, we will make it. 
  
In December, we will be having several fundraisers to help the budget.   The Annual Christmas Dinner on December 3 is always fun and 
good (if the chef doesn‘t mess up, that's me again).  In another part of this edition of the  Oak Branch, a real special evening with Don 
Braswell is featured and that should also help. 
  
Now I invite you to join me in putting OHPC on the top of my Christmas list to make a special donation 
to God's work at OHPC.  Just think what it would mean if each of us gave a gift of $20, $50,$100, or 
more to help balance this year‘s budget.  For tax purposes, please make sure your donation gets to 
the church office by Friday, December 30. 
  
Christmas Blessings to all! 

Jack Henson, Finance Officer 
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      Oak Hills Presbyterian Church 

Christmas Dinner 
Saturday December 3rd, 5:30pm 

 

Hors d'Oeuvres 
Waldorf Salad 

Stuffed Pork Loin 
Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes 

Vegetable Medley 
Dessert 

Please purchase your tickets by December 2nd which are available on Sundays in the narthex 
and in the office for $15, adults, and $10, children under 13.    

 
 

Donald Braswell 
Special Christmas Concert 

Sun Dec 18th 

6:00 pm   
Oak Hills Presbyterian Church 

 

Join us for an uplifting evening of Christmas music performed by an  
America’s Got Talent finalist.  Please help us spread the word about this exciting event and invite a 

friend!                   
   

Suggested donation of $10 will be accepted at the door. 



We Need Volunteers 

To host the Sunday Reception 

The reception provides an opportunity to ―fellowship‖, say 
hello, catch up on what is happening.  Hosts are asked to 
provide a ―light‖ lunch for approximately 50 people. Feel 
free to use your imagination; this is an excellent         
opportunity to try out that new or old recipe. Items in the 
kitchen and pantry are available to be used.  Assistance 
can be made available, just let me know. Many have  

offered donations – those are greatly appreciated.   

To Volunteer: 

 Sign up outside of Classroom A 

 Call the Office, 342-0271 or  Robert Stull, 344-3752 
 

 

Have you started getting your Christmas cards yet? 

 

After Christmas, please don‘t throw them away.  
As I told you in last month‘s Oak Branch, they 
can be recycled.  Just cut off the front of the 
card (with no written messages) and send them 
to the following address: 

 

 

       St. Jude‘s Ranch for Children 

       Recycled Card Program 

       100 St. Jude‘s Street 

       Boulder City, NV 89005 

 

The children attach the pretty art work from the cards to new cards, 
which are sold in their retail stores, online and over the phone.  The 
kids learn work skills and are paid a salary for their effort. 

 

Hallmark, Disney and American Greeting Cards are not accepted. 

 

This program is not only for Christmas cards.  Thank-You and      
Birthday cards are in high demand. 

 

According to Heloise, the least expensive way to ship the cards is 
through the Post Office in a flat rate box. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

Joy Eckbreth 

Alphabet Challenge 
―December‖  You know what that 

means...Diced Tomatoes, Dressing, Dill  
Pickles, chicken & Dumplings, or Dates.    

Outreach Committee is challenging everyone to 
come up with a nonperishable food item that starts with ―D‖ to 
be placed in the food cart (no glass, please).  The items  
collected will go to HNS, CAM, SA Food Pantry, Haven for 
Hope and other places that may be suggested.  Sharing and 
caring are such an important part of life at Oak Hills, so we 

know you will help us.  Thank you for your support.     

                            Your Outreach Committee     
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Join the Outreach and Social Concerns Committee in    
playing an extremely  important in this years Angel Tree   
Project.  There are 50 names on the Angel Tree in the    
narthex, The angels on the tree will have a child‘s name, 
age, and a  suggested ―wish list.‖   
 

The suggested amount to spend on each child is $25 or as your heart leads you.  
Please wrap the gifts, put the ―angel‖ tag on it, and return it to the narthex            
by December 11th.  Remember this is the only gift these children may receive.  
Please call Pam Johnston at  698-5503 with any questions.  Thanks so much for 
your generosity.   

Supporting Church Ministries 



Menôs Fellowship Breakfast  

December 10, 2011,  8 a.m. 
 

Please join us for fellowship and discussion — and of course,         

a delicious breakfast.   

 

 

December 

Birthdays 

 

 

12/02 Ron Harmon 

12/03 Bonnie Sankey 

12/04 Judy Sanchez 

12/04 Virginia Wilkinson 

12/05 Joy Eckbreth 

12/06 Brandy Vickers 

12/07 Katheryn Barlow-Williams 

12/08 Michael Swellander 

12/12 Brian Swellander 

12/16 Stan Dydek 

12/24 Marjorie Brown 

12/24 Pat Weatherly 

12/25 Mike Cline 

12/27 Shayna Perez 

12/30 Sandra Goad 

12/31 Joye Comontofski 

12/31 Steve Swellander 

 

December  Anniversaries 

12/07 Jennifer and Buddy Myers 

12/20  Karina & Jeff Bartlett 
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The Mission & Outreach committee 

thanks you for filling the Seals for 

Education tin located in the hallway 

across from the church office.  I   

recently sent over 300 of them to 

the Presbyterian School in New  

Mexico.  I have received a thank you 

from the Director of this program.  

He listed all of the ways the monies received from General 

Mills is being used to buy necessary equipment for the school.  

Thank you, Oak Hills!             Joy Eckbreth       

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

A special thank you to Jay Haralson for making the delicious butternut 

squash soup for our Heritage Day Celebration last month.  

Fellowship Hall was packed with people enjoying Jay’s   

gourmet soup.  Thank you also to the Worship and Music 

Committee for coordinating this inspiring worship service and 

fellowship hour to honor our Scottish roots.   

A special thank you to all who donated      

desserts for the HNS Community        

Thanksgiving Dinner.   

Your generosity was greatly  

appreciated by so many this 

Thanksgiving season.  

 

On behalf of the entire staff, I want to thank the Personnel Committee 

and the congregation for the beautiful staff appreciation luncheon that 

was hosted last month.  We are truly grateful for all of your support, 

and the day was just another reminder of how blessed we are to serve 

this congregation.  Thank you for a fun luncheon and for a wonderful 

place to work. 

      

     Pastor Katheryn 
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Easy ñNorwegian-styleò Beef Stroganoff 
 

1 – 1 ½ lbs. ground beef 
1-2 cups rice (I use brown rice) 
1 package dry French Onion Soup mix 
1-2 cups sour cream 
½ - 1 lb. sliced mushrooms 
½ - 1 medium onion 
3-5 cloves garlic 
1 tbsp. - ¼ cup olive oil 
¼ cup butter or margarine 
¼ white wine (optional) 
½ cup water 
 
Cook rice according to package directions; set aside. Brown the ground beef, then set aside. Sauté  mushroom, onion 
and garlic in olive oil and ¼ cup melted butter until tender; add white wine and simmer until reduced. Add dry onion 
soup mix and water, simmer until blended. Add in ground beef, then sour cream and stir to combine well.  Add in rice, 
heat through and serve.  Or, plate rice and ladle meat mixture over it. You may vary the amounts in the recipe as noted 
to suit your individual taste. 

In October, our Membership Committee hosted a wonderful brunch on World 
Communion Sunday.  Members were asked to bring ethnic foods for an       
international pot luck to symbolize God‘s love throughout the world.  We all     
enjoyed the feast so much that several people asked for recipes.  Below is our 
second installment of delicious food you can make for your next gathering.  If 
you brought a dish to our World Communion Sunday brunch, please submit 
the recipe for next month‘s Oak Branch!   

                     Join Our  

               Nonagenarian  

              Celebration  

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011 

 

Our church is amazingly blessed by our 
members who are 90 or older and still living 
strong.  What an inspiration they are!  The 
first Sunday in December we will honor our 
members who have lived in God‘s amazing 
world for almost a century!      

 

 

 

We would like to share some Christmas 

joy with our home-bound seniors this 

holiday season.   
 

The XYZ group will be baking cookies for 

you to enjoy and we would like to deliver 

them at a time that is convenient for you.   

 

Please contact the church and let us know 

when you will be available to receive this gift.  
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