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So teach us to number our days that we may gain a wise heart.” Psalm 90:12

Dear Church Family:

My dad used to always say, “life is short.” It was often accompanied by additional words like, “Life is
too short to be sad all the time. Life is too short to be mad all the time. Life is too short to not live
your dreams. Life is too short to waste worrying about (fillin the blank.)” These words
were often in response to my adolescent angst du jour. It took years for me to understand what he
was trying to teach me by repeating such simple words. As we grow older, we come to realize that
life truly is so brief. Each day is a gift, an opportunity to love, dream, hope and work. We don’t have
forever.

Jesus'’ life was short, nonetheless he changed the world. Jesus didn’'t have an abundance of time.
He had an abundance of love. Seizing each day as an opportunity to connect deeply to God, he
shared divine love with others. Countless people have left their mark of love on the world even
though they did not live to a ripe old age. Mozart was only 35 when he died and yet his glorious gift
music touches generation after generation. Martin Luther King, Jr. was only 39 when he was
assassinated, but his struggle for justice changed the world. Ann Frank, was only 13 when she died,
but she left a legacy of hope with her beautiful diary. Mattie Stepanek was born with muscular
dystrophy and though he died at 14-years old, he inspired the world with poetry that urged people to
live each day with gratitude and wonder.

Whether we are 1, 10 or a 100-years-old, the only time we have to celebrate life is today. As we age,
we tend to collect broken dreams, hurt feelings and regrets along the way. It becomes all too easy to
lament opportunities wasted or opportunities denied by injustice. We may even think we are too old
to make a difference for God in the world. Nothing could be further from the truth. When we find
ourselves in a mire of pity, we need that friendly little reminder; Life is too short to be sad. Life is too
short not to live your dreams (or find a new one.) Life is too short to waste worrying about

. Life is also too short to get stuck in self-pity. Life is short, so we need to take the time
each day to give thanks and tell the people we love how much they mean to us.

Stress and anxiety often rob us of present joy. It's easy to focus on the negative so we have to train
our minds to focus on what is good. As we journey through this world we are bound to stumble upon
at least a few tragic and horrific days. During such times, it is difficult if not impossible to practice
gratitude and find joy. For most of us though, tragic days make up a very small percentage of our
lives. We just tend to let them cast a shadow on all the other wonderful moments we could enjoy. To
move past pain, we must hold onto our faith and trust that the trials we face will ultimately help us
grow in divine wisdom and love.

On Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22, our journey through Lent will begin. My prayer is that as we travel to-
gether toward Easter joy, we will cultivate a deep awareness of how precious each day is. We don’t
need a life time to make a difference in the world with God’s love. We just need today.

In Christ love,

Pastor %a%e’mp
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Opportunities for Study & Worship Page 2

February Worship

Feb. 5 Mark 1:29-39 "Desert Prayers for Living Water"

"In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed." Mark 1:35

Jesus and his disciples kept a grueling pace as the traveled throughout villages to spread the healing love of God. Despite the constant
demands for his attention, Jesus created the space and time he needed to pray and to open himself to God's glorious power. When the
stress and strain of our hectic schedules threaten to overwhelm us, we can follow Christ's example. We too, can create the space and time
to open ourselves to God's love and power.

Feb. 12 Mark 1:40-45 "Hope Stretches Out"

"Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him," Mark 1:41

When approached by a leper, Jesus didn't turn him away in fear and disgust. Instead, he reached out and touched him with healing power.
Lepers were banished and ostracized in Jesus' society because, at that time, this highly contagious disease was fatal. Jesus will not turn
us away, even if others do. Though none of us will suffer from the devastating disease of leprosy, almost everyone struggles with
something that makes us feel isolated or alone. Grief, fear, anger, stress, guilt, and shame can make us feel beyond the reach of God's
healing power. The story of the leper conveys that no one is beyond Christ's hand of hope.

Feb.19 Mark 9:2-10 "Retreat, Rejuvenate, & Re-enter”

"Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves." Mark 9:2

There are times on our spiritual journey when Christ calls us away from our daily routines so that we can see God and our lives in a whole
new way. Though we may not have a sudden and dramatic spiritual experience when we "retreat" with God, we will ultimately discover new
-found peace and joy.

Feb.26 Mark1:9-15 fA40 Days in the Deserto (Reuben E Las
“At once the Spirit sent Jesus out into the wilderness, and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted...he was with the
animals, and angels attended him.” Mark 1:12-13

Oftentimes in life we experience longstanding periods of heartache and loss, only temporarily relieved by moments of joy. God provides us

with the comforting knowledge that even Christ knows what it is like to go through these long periods of loss and pain.

Sunday Morning Adult Education, 9:15 a.m.

COME JOIN OUR

E _ Social Issues Classibrary, Rev. Barlow-Williams
y Bible Study The Present
Word: Room O0A6O For the month of February, in honor of Valentine’s Day our
tUd Y Karen Seal, Bob Dalglish spgial issues class is going to explore the mystgry and power of
Alita C oopér & Betty Sn e,ed divine love. Through God's love, our relationships are
strengthened, and we grow in
wisdom and grace even in times

God Establishes A Faithful People of conflict.
uni t I T Godods Redempt iUs%dbS. Lewis’ classic book,
February 5:  Justified by Faith in Christ “The Four Loves,” we will
Galatians 2-13. ?OI\S/S-JSS the four kinds of human
February 12:  Freed from Law through Christ e Affection
Galatians 314 e  Friendship
February 19:  Heirs to the Promise e Romantic Love
. e Love of God.
Galatians 3:41B; 4.7/
February 26:  Fruits of Redemption This book has been described as
, _ one of Lewis’ best. Some argue that his chapter on the love of
Galatians 5:2210 God may be the best thing the author ever wrote about

Christianity. If you would like to order a copy of the book please
do so online, or call the church office.



http://books.google.com/books?id=JXMiD5e90mUC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0

Opportunities for Service & Fellowship

Cel ebrate the

G
&

House with a Heart Gala
Friday, February 10th, 2012

Tr ue

Meaning of

Luncheon!

Sunday, Feb 12th

12:00 Noon
Join us for a fabulously fun evening to benefit
House of Neighborly Service Fellowship Hall
Crowne Plaza
San Antonio Riverwalk Hotel Menu fl—(aﬁ]ﬂy
6:00pm - 11:30pm Salad (ntiné's 7
Tickets $65 per person Chicken Alfredo \Q-O'/{(\’j\\}({\ég @,
S
Invite your family, friends, and associates to enjoy a deli- Vegetables nfvﬂ/‘\lkfi@d
cious gourmet dinner, auctions, and dancing. .
Garlic Bread
This celebration that will help raise funds to help keep
the ministry, programs and services of HNS a vital and
active part of the Westside community.
Born to Run Book Discussion Sunday
BORN TORUN ]
Fellowship houR

Christopher McDougall

-t

Saturday, Feb. 18, 10 a.m.
Barnes & Noble La Cantera Mall

Read Christopher McDougall’s book, Born to
Run, and join us to discuss this amazing story
about human resilience and triumph. Even if you
are not a runner, McDougall's work will inspire
you to transcend self-imposed limitations to
discover your life’s joy.

The after worship fellowship hour is
growing and many new members have
begun to participate. This is a great
opportunity to get to know our visitors
and new members better. Come on
down and enjoy the “fellowship”.

Fellowship

Page 3
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February 2012 Session Notes Page 4

1.There seems to be some misinformation around  difficult to estimate income but using best estimates

concerning the grant proposal being prepared as we are looking at a deficit of $12,000 out of a
described in the January Oak Branch. The grant, if quarter of a million dollars. We do have some
approved, would provide a number of things: reserve and there is money set aside for repairs.

Endowed funds support some of the youth

(1) a 12 week study leave for Katheryn in the
programs and the XYZs.

summer of 2013;
(2) an interim pastor during that period of time;
(3) other program enhancements to be determined
by a committee of session members and
members of the congregation.

3. We had lots of activities during the Christmas
season. Attendance on Christmas Eve was 157. The
Christmas dinner was enjoyed as was the concert

by Donald Braswell; these two events added about
There would be no costs to the church. Indeed, the $}1:000 to the G:l; eral Fun d.w v "

opposite would happen — we would have some
extra money to improve some programs. The
Presbytery encourages churches to consider such
applications. The members of the committee
working on this proposal are Frank Walmsley
(chair), Nancy Wilson, Betty Sneed, and Reyes
Ramos. Questions may be directed to any of us.

4. The XYZs invites those who may feel they are
too young to be part of the group — you are not. The
current group of actives are a great bunch and
really would welcome you to the group. The
programs include both fun activities and learning
opportunities. Check the bulletin board in the

. i hallway.
2. Session approved a budget for 2012 with

expenses cut as much as seems prudent without
sacrificing programs. Local mission giving has
been left intact but support of Mission Presbytery
and its missions has been severely reduced. We are

all unhappy about this reduction but it could be Frank Walmsley, Clerk of Session
restored if giving exceeds expectations. It is very

5. Any time you have questions about any of this,
please feel comfortable asking me. I don't bite.

Financial New$

&' Financially 2011 ended better than had been projected in the budget for 2011.

& December was a good month and with the inclusion of bequest from a family, extra
# donations from some generous members, and the fund raisers, we made the year
® using very little from our reserves. Thanks to all that helped!

The new budget was approved by the Session in January. It was carefully prepared with some reductions
in expected expenditures. The estimate for contributions was made conservatively in hopes that the

i ncome wi || be | arger than budgeted so that the
hel p, our memberéés generosity, and hard work; al
accomplish this.

Thank you for turning in your pledge cards and your continued generosity.

Jack Henson, Finance Officer

o



XYZs
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Years of Zest

Welcome February! Did you know that,

EXtra
it's time to build for the future, get outside
of your comfort zone and take action on

your ideas and dreams. February is also

the shortest month each year which means that we've fewer

excuses for not mining the ways that that we can not only be

our best but help others to achieve their dreams and goals
as well.

"Though no one can go back and make a brand nepstatbas pyti

anyone can start

~Author Unknown

Hasn't a seed of greatness already been planted in each
one of us? We've been given the charge, whether we
choose to remember it or not, that the work of God will push
us out of our comfort zones and require us to take action.
This month be aware of circumstances or situations where
you can plant seeds of greatness in someone else.

Of course everyone knows that February is the month for
lovers, romance, chocolate hearts and overpriced roses,
but it's also the month to remember the commandment
Jesus left with us: “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is
the first and greatest commandment.” And the second is like
it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matt 22:36-40).

This month | hope you will join us as we welcome local
author and speaker, Helen Kyse. After receiving a spiritual
awakening in early life, she was consumed with a desire to
know all she could about God. As she searched the Bible,
Helen received a quickened awareness of biblical truths and
principles. With this came the realization of the tremendous
power invested in the mind, conditioned by one’s words,
thoughts, emotions, and attitudes. She perceived that when
this power is aligned with God’s will, one could become all
he is meant to be as His heir, which is God’s hope for man.
She explains that the book encourages people to achieve
their highest potential. Helen will speak on Wednesday,
Feb 8th at 10am in the Blue Room. Why not plant the
seeds of greatness in a friend and ask them to join

you? Afterwards we will lunch at a nearby

restaurant. There is no cost for this program.

among other things, February is Plant the _ Sake
Seeds of Greatness Mddbaning that church. The title of her presentation is :

And, speaking of speakers... Thursday, Feb 23 will find us
back at college and taking those all important notes before
the final exam. Dr. Vicky Elias, Professor from Texas A & M
San Antonio campus will be speaking with us at the

Crones and Teakettles: Middle-aged Women in
Classic Disney Films

Our mothers told us to “act our age,” but how do we learn
what people our age are supposed to do? Research tells us
that these roles are learned when we are very young and
that media exerts a powerful influence. For young girls,
Disney films are known to be highly influential. Previous
research has focused on the youthful, beautiful Disney
n her research Dr. Elias reveals that Disney

from ngQisoBrdbdht poWbfuknBssades abbdt W flddied & W

aged women “act their age” for good or for evil. This will be
both entertaining and thought provoking and | hope that you
will make room on your schedule to join us on Feb 23 at 10

am in the Blue Room. If you've » &
Ay

never joined us before (Hint, Hint)
1l

this will be an excellent
opportunity for you to do so ... and
pull your GPA up in the process
as well. There is no cost for this
event and lunch will be

coordinated afterwards.

Looking Ahead: While we managed to stay close to home
this month, March will see us taking a few "field trips". On
March 7th we'll be visiting the new A & M-San Antonio
campus and attending a special lecture prepared for us by
Dr. Amy Porter about Women in Colonial America.
Afterwards we'll have a brief walking tour for those that are
able. Show your Aggie spirit and join us. Information and
sign up sheets are on our bulletin board.

On Thursday, March 22, we'll be traveling to Sandy Oaks
Olive Orchard. We will tour their orchard, learn about olive
harvesting and pressing (FINALLY! we'll understand
everything about EVOO). They will be preparing a special
lunch for us before we return home. Cost for this program
and lunch is $20. More information and sign up sheets are
on our bulletin board.

Now back to the business of February. | hope this month
presents you with many opportunities to plant your seeds of
greatness, in your own garden and maybe in someone
else's.

Kelley Kelch , Older Adult Ministry Coordinator



Congregational Life Page 6

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever * Let Israel say: “His love endures forever.” > Let the house
of Aaron say: “His love endures forever.” * Let those who fear the LORD say: “His love endures forever.” When hard pressed, I
cried to the LORD; he brought me into a spacious place. &€ **This is what the LORD has done, and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 The LORD has done it this very day, let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

Psalm 118:1-4, 23-24

Since New Year’s Day fell on a Sunday this year, my family decided to come up to San Antonio and spend
New Year’s Eve at my house. As the clock struck midnight we all gathered around and my grandmother
asked us to all say what we were grateful for in the previous year. I thought back on this past year fondly as
one of many new changes. Lisa and I bought our first house, Lisa started a new job, we spent our first full
year living in San Antonio; there were definitely many new and exciting things to be thankful for. In that
moment of thinking about this past year and all of the positive things that we had experienced, it occurred
to me that | rarely really take time personally to be appreciative of those things.

Perhaps it is a hazard of my trade, but I have a deeply analytical personality. Everything that happens to me
I have to question, dissect, and analyze. Each job that [ work at, every item that I purchase, and every
significant life decision that I make, I HAVE to analyze every detail. I spend so much time, in fact,
analyzing all of these seemingly insignificant details that I fail to genuinely take time and love these
moments as they pass me by.

As I thought about my insatiable need to analyze every detail, I recalled a recent memory from this past
Christmas season. Right after Christmas, Lisa and I went to Sea World to see the Christmas decorations
before they went down. Just before we left we caught the last Elmo Christmas show for the day. We stood
around waiting with other tired parents with their antsy children, trying to keep Ethan happy until the show
started. But once it did, Ethan was captured, “there’s Elmo!” he exclaimed “there’s Cookie Monster!” 1
watched as his eyes lit up with excitement, and he stayed tuned in to catch each and every intricate detail. I
realize now that this should be my desire, not just to experience life, and not just to observe it; but to love it,
to immerse myself in it and just get lost, with the fearless abandon of a child.

This February, I hope that it is all of our desires to work together as a community to just get lost in life, to
love it, to experience it, and to cherish it. No matter what comes.

In Christ,

Reuben E Lashley

4422224222224 2222248222222 2222424222224 22222 &4

*
== Are you on facebook? Search for For current updates *
[00ak Hills Presbyt tpardngcluichevents . = 3
*
o

. . . devotional links, and
to receive reminders concerning p astor 6 S b |

activities and news of the church. 0OakHill sPCo on 'I‘W'
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The Lenten Season Page 7

Lent 2012: Our Journey with Christ

Worship Service February 22, 7 p.m.

. Make plans to join us for this time of quiet remembrance and reflection as we begin the Lenten Season with
= a Communion prayer service.

AS]-[ We pray that you will join us throughout the 40 day season of lent as we seek the resurrecting power of
WEDNESD AY Christ’s spirit. Lent concludes on Thursday of Holy Week, March 5. The six Sundays in this period are not
counted because each one represents a "mini-Easter," a celebration of Jesus' victory over sin and death.

Lenten Gatherings Begin Sunday, March 11 atS p.m.
Acts of Faith: Caring for the G

: Join us at the church on Sunday evenings for a four-week series designed to help . o

: participants discover the spiritual power that we can find through small daily acts of | | Nninda

: faith. Each week a guest speaker will lead a presentation on how to nurture our faith

: by caring for our body mind and soul. Details will be listed in next month’s

:newsletter. Mark your calendars now for this special program which will meet on

: Sundays beginning on March 11. Activities will be offered for children and youth.
Nursery care will be available for infants and toddlers. A potluck dinner will be
served each week.

Childrends Enri chment Ce
Dear Oak Hills Family,

January has been a whirlwind; the year is already going by so fast. Everyone enjoyed our
Pajama Days, when children and staff at CEC wore pajamas to school. The staff especially
appreciated the opportunity to come to school in our PJs. Children made pizzas and pancakes, as well
as snacking on teddy grahams. Our Western Weeks were quite a hit with a trail ride for the children, a
visit from the champion roper, Cowboy Kevin, and the Cowboy Breakfast which the CEC Staff
provides for our dedicated CEC Board Members.

February will be an equally busy and exciting month. We will celebrate
Valentine’s Day with lots of hearts, doilies and hugs for all. Registration for the
2012-2013 school year continues in February. Registration forms are available in
the CEC office.

The CEC staff and I would like to pass along Valentine greetings to all of
our OHPC friends.

Jeanne ,O0e8ari e n



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin

FELLOWSHIP NEWS Page 8

olUNteers EQ@@

We need volunteers to host the Sunday Reception after worship each Sunday. The

reception i s designed to provide an opportt
what is happening.

Hosts are asked to provide a filighto snack
:imagination; this is an excellent opportunity to try out that new or old recipe. Items in the:
kitchen and pantry are available to be used. Assistance can be made available, just let me
know. Many have offered donations i those are greatly appreciated.

To Volunteer i

Sign the calendar on the hall way outside Classroom A; or
Call the Office, 342-0271 or
Call me direct i Robert Stull, 344-3752

Kitchen Rules

2\ In an effort to be more
,.,/ efficient and reduce
operating costs please
reminder a _few simple rules
around the kitchen.

@
h‘ MAKE A DIFFERENCE
JOIN A COMMITTEE

#..

Have you ever thought of becoming a
member of the Fellowship Committee? We | 1. Do not rip packaging to open; or remove
are always looking for good ideas and the ties, seals, and other closures. This will
members/friends that want to become more | allow others to close the packaging to better
involved in the operations of OHPC. Please| preserve the products.

contact Robert Stull; Lori Vickers; Sherry 2. Return unused products to the
Haglund or just let the office or Katheryn packet/containers and reseal.
know if you are considering becoming more | 5 1 apel foods placed in the refrigerator

involved. and/or freezer. Include a name (individual or

committee) and the date the item is placed in
Dond6t forget yougeesan thé réfrigerapréitezer.

coffee and donuts before Sunday Check items you place in the refrigerator or

school each Sunday morning in freezer weekly to insure they are stored and
Fellowship Hall g e maintained properly. Please dispose of items
' when no longer needed or fresh.

L2

Fellowship Committee e-mail: RWStull@cpsenergy.com
Chairperson, Robert Stull 210344-3752 (H) / 3443752 (O)
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Recent & Coming Events Page 10
» Mid-Winters at Mo Ranc

18 youth joined us for Mid
Winters at Mo  -Ranch in
January. It was such a

great time of making new

memories that will last for
a lifetime. Be on the
lookout for fun activities

for your middle and high
school students to join in

for 2012.

Upcoming Events

2012 “Soupoer Bow
' ' @ Young &
Planning Meeting Adult February Sth
Help us combat local hunger by
February 4th, 9am Super Bowl Party bringing a can of soup or a
) ) . monetary donation, which the
Session and Committee Chairs Febru ary 5, 2012 youth will collect in the narthex .

Please join us for a light breakfast

to discuss God’s dreams and goals for Reu b en & Lijsao ouse
OHPC in 2012, Spm @

._ ........................... T | Mustang Island
- Youth & Famlly Day | JJ Beach Retreat!
i San Antonio Rodeo ;

: Wedre planning ahead for a
Stock Show & Rodeo
Sunday’ February weekend at the Episcopal Conference Center July 58 on

! I
! I
! I
! I
! I
| |
: 19th | Mustang Island. Last year a group from our church
i i
! I
! I
! I
I

went and it was FABULOUS! !
mi ssedoO experience. Il ncl u
outstanding programming, chairs & tents set up on the
beach and beach front lodging. $350 couples (two
friends count as a couple) $625 per family of four. $75
I each additional child. Please contact Reuben or sign up
S I on the bulletin board to reserve your spot!

Join us after the morning worship
service as we head down to the
San Antonio Livestock & Rodeo.



Birthdayos, Anniversar r:€e's

Dear OHPC family and friends,

February
After about a year of very serious thought and consideration Ron Birthdays
decided to retire from The University of Texas Health Science Center at 2/01 Susanna Ebenstein
San Antonio and to accept a job in Austin, Texas. He has been working at usanna Ebenste
2/03 Nancy Bryant

UTHSCSA for twenty-one years and this decision was not an easy one.
The Texas Oncology Physicians group in Austin is eager for him to join 2/03 C.A. Aranda
them and Ron’s last day at UTHSCSA is 1/27/12 and he starts in Austin 2/04 Josephine Davis
on 2/1/12. In Austin, Ron will not have any administrative responsibilities | |2/05 Bette Kleitches
which have weighed heavily on him for over ten of his twenty-one years 2105 Lori Vickers
at the university. He will be focusing on his clinical work and that is what

2/06 Judy Walmsley
he truly wants to do. .

2/07 Janis Williams

2/09 Thalia Sanchez
2/10 Michael Jenson

Moving an hour and a half away means not being able to attend
weekly church services at Oak Hills Presbyterian Church which has been
our church home for a total of 26 years, leaving our choir where Ron sings

bass and I soprano, and not regularly seeing our wonderful congregation. 2110 Ursula Silberschlag

Ron and I love our OHPC family and it will take us a long time to find 2/11 Earl Mclntosh

another church home. 2/11 Barry Stevens
Since I am a “glass 1s half full” person, I want to point out that the 2/13 Fran Jones

lovely town of Gruene is about 40 minutes from SA and it is a fun town to | |2/13 Thomas Oei

visit. (For several years now Ron and I have used Gruene as the place to 2/14 Elinor James

rendezvous with our daughter Liz who does conveniently live and work in

. . : 2/16 Karen Seal
Austin.) I plan on keeping my cell phone number (210) 382-4802 since I 5117 Jacob Ebenslei
now have it memorized and my email address will remain fitch- aco . enstein
girl55@yahoo.com for the same reason. 2/17 Glen Middleton
May the road rise to greet you and may the wind be always at your back, 2/20 Anna Birkedah

2/23 Hayward James
Suzie Williams 2124 Jeff Bartlett

2124 Kelly Gray

In Remembrance Of... Good Grief
Last month our church family gathered for Discussion GrOUp

two memorial services to say goodbye to N
, EOA $OPOEOh *EIi T HA *AAl *TEITOITHC
Join us‘l’uesday%ebruary L4t \V/\‘

daughter; and Fred Cooper, a longtime ;
at 11:30am as we continue to

devoted member.
support one another through the

A special thank you to our difficult season of grief February
funeral commitiee who This informal gathering creates a Anni [
provides much needed support lovi ? Ig o nniversaries

to families as they grieve the oving space for people to learn . .
loss of loved ones. and grow together. If you have 2/19 Rob & Lisa Harris
any questions, please contact 2/27 Alex & Josephine Davis

Pastor Katheryn.
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