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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church
Rev. Katheryn Barlow-Williams

"Come and see what our God has done, what awesome miracles he performs for people!"
Psalm 66:5
Dear Church Family:

Last year, our congregation took a leap of faith by creating a new staff position, the Director of
Congregational Life. After polling the congregation and conducting research on how to best support
our ministries, OHPC members determined that our church was under-staffed. Though we knew that
an additional position would require more funds, the congregation voted to step forward in faith, and
to trust in God's ability to provide for our needs.

Taking a leap of faith together allowed us to land in a beautiful place of growth. Signs of God's
abundant love are blossoming around us. This Fall, we have welcomed six new members into our
church family, and we have more visitors interested in joining. The number of children in worship and
children's church has increased. Youth are filling the library for Sunday school after worship while
our adults and children pack the fellowship hall to share a meal. Truly we are growing not merely in
number, but in divine grace and love.

Such growth requires the care and commitment of every church member. Though the number of
people involved in our ministries is growing, so are our expenses. Due to many factors including
unforeseen expenses for building repair, the death of generous church members, and our additional
staff; we are currently $27,000 short of reaching our financial goals for the year. When presented
with this information at the last Session meeting, one of our elders asked, "So there is no way we can
make this up before the end of the year?" The answer to the question is both yes and no.

No, we cannot make up $27,000 if giving continues at its current level, but yes, we can make it up.
Many of our members are already giving as much as they possibly can, and their generosity is an
inspiration. Please know we would never ask anyone to share more than God is leading them to do.
However, we wanted to let our congregation know where we are financially so that those who are
able could have a chance to help create the miracle of God's abundance.

Yes, it will take a miracle to raise an additional $27,000 by the end of the year. But then again, we
worship of God of miracles; a God of loaves and fishes; a God who turns water into wine to continue
a celebration of love; a God who said faith as tiny as a mustard seed is all it takes to grow new life.
We worship a God who calms storms of panic and carries us past waves of doubt.

My friends, let us not panic, but pray. Let us ask God how we can be part of a miracle for OHPC.
Whether you can give 10 extra cents, 10 extra dollars, a hundred, or even a thousand dollars, know
that every gift counts. Regardless of whether you are able to increase your giving or not, please keep
our church in your prayers. When God's children prayerfully gather in faith, we discover that there
are blessings among us beyond our wildest expectations.

Keep the faith! Keep Praying! Watch and see what God can do among us!

Fastor Hatheryn
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Sunday Worship and Bible Study
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Sermon Series: Practice Makes Progress

Join us this month in worship as we discover the tools of faith that
help us progress on our journey toward the fullness of God’s love.
In worship, we are empowered to practice our faith so that we will
be ready and willing to discover the face of Christ in all those we
meet in our world.

Nov. 6 “Practice Your Faith Lessons” Matthew 23:1-23
Jesus denounces Pharisees and calls people to practice their faith.

Jesus was not impressed by people who appeared to be spiritual. He
cared about people who earnestly wanted to be spiritual.

Nov.13 “Prepared for Love” Matthew 25:1-13
Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids: “Keep awake for you know neither the
day nor the hour.” Let us not grow impatient and weary when we are
waiting for God to answer our prayers. Instead, let us prepare for God'’s
celebration of love as we wait.

Nov.20 “Risky Faith Business” Matthew 25:14-30
Parable of the Talents. Jesus warns his followers not to always play it
safe, but to be ready and willing to take risks for the sake of love.

Nov. 27 “At Least Love” Matthew 25:31-45
“Whatever you have done unto the least of these...I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat.” So often to prove our worth, we want to earn
more and buy more. Jesus desperately wanted us to learn that we
discover God'’s love and our true worth when we reach out “to the least
of those.”

Heritage Sunday, Nov. 13

Celebrating the past, present & future
of the reformed tradition

- Our church traces its roots back to

e ’H the protestant reformation of the

‘ - mid-16th century. Inspired by the
[ 7\ French Theologian - John Calvin,
and Scottish Clergyman - John
Knox, who founded the
Presbyterian denomination in
Scotland. As a passionate
reformer, Knox wanted to make the Bible and faith
accessible to the common person. Prior to the
reformation, only highly educated priests could read
and therefore interpret Scripture. Heritage Sunday is
a celebration of a long faith tradition where all
members are valued and encouraged to explore the
mysteries of God'’s truth.

Worship on Nov. 13 will focus on our Presbyterian
Roots. Tartans will be on display. We will also have
the San Antonio Pipes and Drums as our musical
guests. (The bagpipes are an outdoor instrument
and when played inside are very loud. They cannot
be adjusted for loudness, so if you want to cover
your ears, this will not offend.)

Celebrate with us after worship at a luncheon in
fellowship hall. A special thank you to Jay Haralson
who will be making the soup for our luncheon.

Sunday, 9:15 a.m., Adult Education Options

COME JOIN OUR

-«E The Present Word: Room “A”
Karen Seal, Bob Dalglish, Alita Cooper & Betty Sneed

t
TRADITION AND WISDOM
UnitIIl:  Jesus Teaches Wisdom
November 6: Forgiving as God’s People Matthew 5:17-26
November 13: Loving as God’s People Matthew 5:43-48
November 20: Praying as God’s People Matthew 6:5-15
November 27: Facing Life without Worry Matthew 6:25-34

Social Issues Class

During the month of November, our Social Issues Class
will be led by some of the leading theologians of our time
via a video series entitled, “Living the Questions 2.” The
20-minute video segments include conversations with
Biblical scholars, digital stories illustrating aspects of an
evolving faith, and concrete spiritual practices and
disciplines. Our class will have ample time to discuss
the following themes: Restoring Relationships; Evil,
Suffering & the God of love; Practicing Resurrection;
and Reclaiming The World.

Led by Rev. Barlow-Williams in the Library
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TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY

This fall, Patty McCurnin is once
again teaching our popular Bible
study on Tuesday mornings at
10 am in Room A. The group is
exploring the lives of the Major
Old Testament Prophets.

All are welcome.

Circle |

Presbyterian Women's Circle:

We are looking for new members and
invite all women of the church to join
us on Wednesday, November 16, at
10 am. Fellowship time begins at

10 am and a Bible study lesson follows
at 10:30 am. We will be using the
Horizons Bible Study of the Beatitudes.
We meet the third Wednesday of each
month, September through May.

Hope to see you!
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Caritas will meet on Tuesday, November

15, at I1am. This ministry team seeks to reach
out to our church members who are sick, home
bound or facing a crisis in their lives. In addition
to sending cards of encouragement, Caritas mem-
bers visit and call people in our church who are in
need. Please join us if you would like to learn
more about the important work of this committee.

Alphabet Challenge

“November” You know what that means...Noodles,
Navy Beans, Nutrigrain Bars, Nuts and Nectarines .
Outreach Committee is challenging everyone to
come up with a nonperishable food item that starts
with “N” to be placed in the food cart (no glass, please).

The items collected will go to HNS, CAM, SA Food Pantry, Haven for
Hope and other places that may be suggested. Sharing and Caring
are such an important part of life at Oak Hills, so we know you will
help us. Thank you for your support.

Your Outrgach Committeg

Youth Sunday School
Youth Sunday School is now after
service at 11:30 a.m.

B
T
B S A youth (6th-12th Grade) are
@ welcome to join Susanna & Reuben
in the Library after the Morning
Worship for a class especially
designed to address issues relevant
- to you through studying the stories in
oith: QuestionSte Bible.

Children's Church

Meets during the Worship Hour

Starting on Sunday Nov 6th our
children will begin preparing for
this year's Christmas program.
Don’t miss out on this incredible
opportunity to have your kids
participate in sharing the story

of Christmas to the whole church.

In recent years, many
of our members have
suffered a significant
loss such as the death
of a parent, sibling or
spouse. If you have
experienced such a
loss, please know we
are here for you.
Though we must face
deep sorrow on our
faith journey, we do
not have to do face it
alone.

Good,
Griel

Granger E. Westberg

Please join us on Tuesday, Nov. 1 at 11:30
am
for a light lunch & discussion of the book,
Good Grief.

A few complimentary copies of the book are available
at the church office.

If you would like to attend, but cannot join us
on Nov. 1, please contact Pastor Katheryn




Senior Ministry, EXtra Years of Zest

“Summer ends, and Autumn comes, and he who would
have it otherwise would have high tide always and a full
moon every night” ~ Hal Borland

How very lucky we are then to have the diversity of the seasons.
And within our church family we are blessed with the diversity of
people, histories, cultures, personalities and talents.

This month we are fortunate to have two OHPC speakers who
have prepared informational talks that are both interesting and
educational. That's a two-for-one in my book! | trust that you
will make time on your schedules to come down, share in some
fellowship and enjoy the presentations that Frank Walmsley and
David Snyder will share with us.

Frank’s presentation is entitled
“Presbyterian Worship: What Can
Starbucks Teach Us?” and will be held on
Wednesday, November 2nd at 10am in
the Blue Room. What is worship? Do we
have it backwards? Why don’t we install a
latte machine in the Narthex (OK, that last
one was mine | admit). Join us as Frank
explores the Presbyterian worship service and challenges us to
be better worshippers by understanding why we do what we do.
Afterwards we will have lunch in Fellowship Hall and continue
the conversation. We have invited members of St. Andrews and
Beacon Hill Presbyterian Churches to attend with us.

David’s presentation will be on a much beloved and unique
non-profit education center and summer resort in New York, the
Chautauqua Institution. As Presbyterians, we place great
value in education and the exchange of ideas. The Chautauqua

Institution offers lectures on a religious, social, political or
academic issues and is well known for having renowned
speakers at their events. David and his late wife, Barbara have
a long history of summers spent relaxing, learning and having
fun at this unique resort. | hope you will make time to join us in
the Blue Room on November 17th at 10am for this special
presentation. After David’s presentation we’ll enjoy lunch at
perennial favorite, Apple Annie’s restaurant.

Under the category of teaching old dogs new tricks ... a small
group of XYZ'ers enjoyed a beautiful fall morning at the hill
country studio of Sun Rise Pottery in Boerne learning how to
“throw” clay. Doug, the owner, was very patient with us which,
as it turned out, was just what we needed in order to create our
elaborate masterpieces. | think | can speak for the group and
say that we highly recommend this fun activity to anyone who
has ever wanted to try their hand at molding clay on the wheel.
If you’d like more information on this, please speak with Kelley.

Looking Ahead:

December 7": Cookies, Coffee and Conversation in the OHPC
kitchen. Join Kelley in the kitchen to bake cookies for our
shut-ins; help stir batter or just keep the conversation going.

December 15™: XYZ Christmas Luncheon — destination
pending. Suggestions welcomed!

January 19"™: Back by popular demand... our third annual
murder mystery luncheon. Details and sign-up sheet will be
posted on the XYZ bulletin board in November.

~ Kdl@/ K?lCZ’V, Older Adult Ministry Coordinator

FINANCIAL NEW$

not change between now and the end of the year.

of our holiday celebration.

Blessings,

Jack Henson, Finance Officer

September was not another good month for OHPC finances. We were hit with some unexpected
maintenance expenses as well as the usual high utility costs and our income was not what was
expected or needed. Bottom line is that we will go into our reserves this year if the situation does

reduce expenditures and will use this condition as a basis for budget planning for 2012, a process
that we are now working on for the pledge drive in November. Our prayer is that everyone will
look at their finances and consider a little more for the church, a few more dollars from each of us
will go a long way. One of the ways that expenses were cut is to order less numbered envelopes.
As a result, those of you with numbers above 200 will receive new numbers in 2012. We will
assign numbers and fill in so that there is less waste with unused envelopes.

Fellowship committee is planning a fundraiser Christmas Dinner for early December, so plan to
attend and help us supplement the church finances and have a great meal and fellowship as part

The session is working with the committees to

Page 4
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Outreach & Social Concerns

This past month, Lisa Lashley
volunteered to serve as our new chair
of the Outreach & Social Concerns
Committee. We are extremely
grateful for Lisa for being willing to
serve in this capacity for the church.

The Outreach & Social Concerns Committee has continually been a vital
entity in the life of our church and our community. We already have
members who contribute a great deal of time, energy, and resources to
various charitable organizations, including; Presbyterian Children’s Home,
CAM, HNS, Haven for Hope, Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, and
many more.

In the months ahead we would like to expand our footprint into new and
exciting areas where we can serve our community even more. If you are
interested in helping us reach out to our community through these great
organizations, we would love to have you join us in whatever capacity you
can.

If you are interested in participating, please see Lisa or anyone else on the
Outreach & Social Concerns Committee.

Give Us Our Daily Bread...

We are in need of grocery bags of
food for needy families who come
looking for assistance from the
church during the holiday season.
The Outreach & Social Concerns
Committee will have green grocery
bags in the narthex of the church on
Sundays with an inexpensive
shopping list that will go a long was
in helping families who need support.
Please stop by and pick one up.

Dinners for 8 continues through the month
of November.

We have 2 groups meeting on Sunday
Evenings and 1 group that meets monthly.

Please see Reuben if you still would like to
participate in one of these groups.

a4
a4
a4

| know we do not receive as much “snail mail” as we
used to in the past. However, with the Christmas
season only a short time away, the cards will soon be
filling up our mail boxes. Were you aware that OHPC
collects used stamps? The receptacle for the stamps is
located in the hallway across from the office.

All you have to do is cut off the stamps, leaving about
1/4 inch of the envelope, and put it in the container.

Be on the lookout in the December Oak Branch for a
way to recycle those cards (from which you have
removed the stamps).

Your Outreach & Social Concerns Committee thanks
you for your cooperation in these endeavors.

Sunday School Volunteers

We are still in need of volunteers to help with our Children and Youth
programs. If you are interested in getting involved in any of these
programs, we would love you have your help.

9:15 Children’s Hour

During the 9:15 hour we have a special time of arts, crafts, puzzles,
and drawing for children whose parents are in one of our adult Sunday
school classes. Volunteers are asked to sign up for a one month
rotation.

10:30 Children’s Church

We have had a growing number of children in our worship services
and we are looking at having a separate group for the 4-5 year olds.
Volunteers are asked to serve one week at a time whenever they are
available.

11:30 Youth Sunday School

On Sept. 11 we started the 11:30 Youth Sunday school class. In this
class we are going through the PCUSA youth curriculum on “Faith
Questions.” Substitutes are needed to assist Reuben, who teaches
the class.



Congregational Life Page 6

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
I Thessalonians 5:16-18

I remember not that long ago when my life was filled with a sense of uncertainty. We were learning how to be
new parents with a baby that was only a few months old, we were unsure if [ would have a job after seminary,
and we were lost as to where we would be living upon graduation either with or without a job. Here we are a
year later, Ethan is a full grown toddler, we have just bought a house in San Antonio, and we have been so
blessed to become a part of the Oak Hills family.

Traditionally, Thanksgiving is a time where we all point to these circumstances or situations that we are thankful
for. Lisa and I were talking this past weekend about how fast this past year has gone, and how everyone in the
church has gone out of their way to make us feel so welcomed and at home. The community of faith that is here
at Oak Hills has provided us with an overwhelming sense of love and support that could never be matched, and
for that we are truly thankful. We are fortunate now that this year has evolved from the waters of uncertainty to
the firm foundations of assurance.

We are not that far removed from those days of uncertainty and doubt, but it is nice to look back at those times
in hindsight and see how God has worked in our lives. It is much easier to have a spirit of gratitude when life is
good and one is looking back on where they have been. However, it is always harder to express those thanks in
the hard times and in the struggles.

In the passage above, Paul is writing a letter to the church in Thessalonica. Those in the church there expected
that Christ was going to return only a few years after his death. Now that it was taking longer than expected,
they began to struggle in their faith and question their current predicament. Paul’s advice for them was clear.
Rejoice. Pray. Give thanks in all circumstances. It is easy to do those things when everything is going as
expected, when life and prosperity abounds among us. However, when we are faced with the adversity of loss,
death, and solace, the recommendation becomes more challenging, almost painful. But it is in those moments of
weakness that we can see God move most clearly in our lives. As such I reminded that the attitude of
thankfulness and the spirit of gratitude should not be conditional, but things that we should carry with us in all
circumstances and in every situation.

I will remain thankful for this season of abundance which I have been blessed with; with my wife, my son, and

my church family. Yet, I will also cling to these lessons of gratitude for those periods of life where I am
reminded to be continually thankful, in spite of any and every circumstance.

Reaben, Director of Congregational Life
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Are you on facebook?

1 Search for «Oak Hills Fresbgtcrian Church?| | n For current updates.regardmg
Il | church events, devotional links,

and pastor’s blog, follow us @
news of the church. “OakHillsPC” on Twitter.

to receive reminders conceming activities and
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Make Plans to Join Us

Sunday November 13th
Youth Movie Day

Movie & Time: TBD

See Susanna or Reuben for more information

A Very Special Thank You!

We want to thank all of those in
“Inclusion” who have helped and
participated in enhancing our worship
service through their singing.

We look forward to seeing more of your
talented voices reminding us of God’s
love all around us.

\

SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 27TH

God's Gift Factory
Saturdyy, December 3rd

Parents, youll have 2 long morning to
prepare for Christmas while your children
make Christmas presents for family and
friends. Look for details on the website and
chureh bulletin by the middle of the month.

Looking for Youth Helpers

We are looking for youth
who are willing to help work
with our children to get
them prepared for this
year’s Christmas Pageant.
If you are interested in
helping, please see
Susanna for more
information.
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Welcome to OHPC

We are thrilled to welcome Domini Maddox, Chris
White and their son, Tristyn. to our church family.
They recently moved to San Antonio, TX from
California. They are excited and eager to get involved
in the life of our church. Domini and her mother,
Laura, have already hosted coffee hour!
Welcome Domini, Chris and Tristyn!

Looking for Volunteers

To host the Sunday Reception

The reception provides an opportunity to “fellowship”, say hello,

catch up on what is happening. Hosts are asked to provide a “light”
lunch for approximately 50 people. Feel free to use your

imagination; this is an excellent opportunity to try out that new or oId
receipt. Items in the kitchen and pantry are available to be used.
Assistance can be made available, just let me know. Many have
offered donations - those are greatly appreciated.

To Volunteer:

e Sign the calendar on the hall way outside Classroom A
e (all the Office, 342-0271 or

e (Call me direct — Robert Stull, 344-3752

Thanks to the members who have hosted the :
Sunday Reception. It is going well and many of you :
have taken advantage of the time to “fellowship” :
with one another. Please continue to come and :

enjoy.

Church Workday

) o4

Saturday, Nov. 12, 9 a.m.

Please join the Building and Grounds Committee for a
workday full of fun, fellowship, and refreshments! Skills
are appreciated, but not necessary. Jobs will be as
simple as cleaning, tree trimming, and gardening, or as
difficult as your skills allow. See Ron Harmon or

Reg Williams, Buildings & Grounds Chairs, for more
information.

Novmember 12, 2011

8 a.m.

Les Miserables is coming to

: The Majestic Theater in San Antonio

Make plans to join us for this
moving story of love, grace,
and redemption.

January 5§, 2012

Those interested should see :
Reuben ASAP, group tickets in :
the Mezzanine are limited and :

available for $55 per person. :

Fellowship Committee

Chairperson, Robert Stull

e-mail: RWStull@cpsenergy.com
210-344-3752 (H) / 344-3752 (O)
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Candlelight Celebration
7 of the Childrenos
VA THE

, _ OHPC’s Brandy Vickers will be singing with the
C HILDREN 'S children’s Chorus of San Antonio at their Candlelight
C HORUS Celebration on Saturday, November 19, 7— 10 P.M.
(?/r YT If you enjoy music, this is a great way to celebrate the
beginning of the holiday season.

Program highlights include Benjamin Britten’s classic A Ceremony of Carols,
and Brandy will have a featured performance for one of the songs. The event is
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 315 E. Pecan St. Ticket prices start at $8.

If you would like to attend, call 210-826-3447 or visit
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/188063.
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Children's Enrichment Center

Dear Oak Hills Family,

I am writing this article in anticipation of a wonderful Spaghetti Dinner. Thank you in advance for all your
continued support of our school. Soon, Jack and I will be going on our shopping excursion, the meatballs will be
made, and the church will smell delicious. This year the spaghetti dinner will have a true Italian touch: Leonardo
Faggionato, an Italian AFS student living with my family this year, will be volunteering in the kitchen. As always
Chef Jack Henson’'s special recipe wil.l help to make t he

November is always a very busy month. Our Thanksgiving Feast is coming up, and soon the children will be
busy making centerpieces, dying shirts, making Indian and Pilgrim Hats and baking bread. We will have a sing-a-long,
followed by a Feast with all of our families. This is a time for love, joy and thanks. The Thanksgiving Feast is one of
everyone's favorite CEC events!

The school will be closed the week of Thanksgiving, and then we will be getting ready for the holidays.

I can't believe that the school year is going by so fas
school. We are blessed to have such a supportive congregation.

We still have openings in many of our classes. Please spread the
word to family and friends with young children.

Happy Thanksgiving to all of our OHPC friends!

Jeanne ,Oikeddor i e€n

O
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http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/188063
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- botd November 'l i Thank you to John lLile for
Birthdays (%M the beautiful music

program he presented after
worship last month.
11/01 Allison Jenson Truly we are blessed by his

11/04 Dick Lange God-given musical talent.

11/04 Inez Sparby

11/14 Haley Gill .

yen Thank you also to choir members who

11/18 Steve Speights

11119 Grace Diana presented the fabulous luncheon.

11/21 Michelina Haralson

11/23 Mary Mooneyham

11/24 Lisa Lashley

11/26 Ani McCurnin 5

11/26 Mary Peterman ‘ia" u %

11/26 Mary Sumner Dear Church Family,

11/27 Alicia Dalglish | heard a quote recently:

11/28 Jim Faverty OWhen life gives you a hundred reasons t¢

11/30 Louise Gillis thousand reasons to smile.o And | do hayv

My recent surgery went much better than | expected and | contribute that to the

. . many prayers from my family, church family and friends. | appreciate so much

November Anniversaries the love and support, phone calls, cards, flowers and visits. That is what helps

11/03 Don & Janice Barton you get through tough times.

11/08 Mario & Judy Sanchez Thank you all from the bottom of my heart.

11/12 Robert & Ann Stull God is so good!

11/20 Jim & Natalie Faverty

11/23 Reuben & Lisa Lashley Glnger Jenson

Dear Church Family,

A sincere thank you to all of you who kept Roger and me in your prayers and
thoughts. The outpouring of calls, cards, and visits from friends and church
members was, and still is helping me to get through a very difficult time.

We are truly blessed to have such a warm and caring church family.

Blessings,

leanor Egger
S Wk
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Last month our Membership Committee hosted a wonderful brunch on World Communion Sunday.
Members were asked to bring ethnic foods for an international pot luck to symbolize God’s love
throughout the world. We all enjoyed the feast so much that several people asked for recipes. Below
is our first installment of delicious food you can make for your next gathering. If you brought a dish to
our World Communion Sunday brunch, please submit the recipe for next month’s Oak Branch!

Ms. Dehm's Naner Pudding

2 pkgs of Jello Instant Pudding (I usually use one banana
] and one cheesecake)

2 TBLS margarine
1 pkg Pecan Sandies w/almonds cookies
Y 2 TBLS sugar
2 cups heavy whipping cream
2 cups of milk
1 large container extra creamy Cool Whip
5- 6 bananas (just depending on how crazy you are about bananas)

First crush one whole row plus 1/3 of the second row of Pecan Sandies
into your serving dish. Melt the 2 Tablespoons of margarine and pour
over crushed cookies. Mix the melted butter, sugar and cookies together
and press into your dish to form a nice bottom cookie layer.

Slice bananas and place on the cookie layer. Mix the two boxes of
pudding according to directions adding in the heavy cream. Wait for the
pudding to set, pour onto your banana layer and top with Cool Whip.
Take a couple of the remaining cookies and cut them into halves to line
the edge of your dessert. Use whatever cookies are left to crumble on
top.
Submitted by: Ann Stull

Shortbread Lessons

It's time once again to make Scottish Shortbread

for Christmas! Join us at 10 am on November 19th and ,/(n‘g' N
26th in the OHPC kitchen. Call Betty Lange (679-7703) /j///g}ﬁé\x
for reservations and a list of ingredients. N
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